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 “The Settlement of Geneseo began shortly after the arrival of James and 

William Wadsworth in 1790. The brothers came to the Genesee Valley from 

Connecticut as agents of their uncle, Colonel Jeremiah Wadsworth, to care for and 

sell land which he had purchased from the Phelps-Gorham Purchase…Geneseo 

became the County Seat in 1821. The Village was incorporated in 1832.”* 

*Historic Geneseo: Components of a National Landmark Village, on behalf of the 

Association for the Preservation of Geneseo and edited by Liz Porter, 1995 

 Prior to 1850 the few Catholics residing in the Geneseo area assembled for 

Mass and religious services at various places in and about the village, including the 

Concert Hall, Court House, and private homes. As the size of the community grew, 

so did resentment for permitting Catholics the use of municipal facilities for services, 

and a ban was imposed. Consequently the faithful assembled in private homes too 

small to hold everyone and worshippers would be kneeling in the front yard and 

sidewalks. General James W. Wadsworth, upon returning from Europe, took note of 

this and called on the priest, telling him that he would give the Catholic people a lot 

to erect a church and a loan of $500 to construct the building. The property was 

deeded to the Rt. Rev. John Timon of the Buffalo Diocese on August 19, 1851. 

Under Rev. Father Maguire a frame structure was erected in 1854 on the south side 

of North Street (the location of the current Church parking lot). Father Maguire was 

also responsible for new churches in Mount Morris and Lima during the same time 

frame. Until 1882 St. Mary was the mission church of St. Patrick in Mount Morris 

as there was no resident priest.  

From St. Patrick Church history: The Rev. James Ryan, who came in 1857, 

was the first resident priest, remaining for just one year due to poor health. The Rev. 

Bernard McCool (January 1858) and his assistants, the Rev. John Vahey (June 14, 

1858) and (Rev. R. Stack (July 15, 1858) succeeded him, but in less than a year 

(October 10, 1858) Rev. Richard Story came to St. Patrick where he remained for 

four years. On October 30, 1862 the Rev. Daniel Moore (who had previously 

ministered to the Mount Morris community while in Portage) became pastor. Fr. 
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Moore remained until March 1866 when the Rev. Edward McGowan was appointed 

his successor. On July 16, 1868, Bernard McQuaid arrived in Rochester to assume 

his duties as Bishop of the new Diocese of Rochester, and St. Patrick and its mission 

church St. Mary became part of this. He remained until 1869 when the Rev. David 

O’Brien (1869-1873) succeeded him. Fr. O’Brien was succeeded by the Rev. M. M. 

Meagher, who remained for little over a year. His successor was the Rev. John J. 

Donnelly (May 5, 1875) who was appointed pastor of churches at Mount Morris, 

Geneseo and Nunda and continued in charge until the summer of 1882. During Fr. 

Donnelly’s tenure the land on the north side of North Street was purchased in 1880, 

where a rectory was built in preparation for the first resident priest. The Rev. Father 

Matthias D. Mussmaecher served the parish as the first resident pastor from 1882 – 

1888. (Now St. Mary was a full parish with a resident pastor and no longer a mission 

church of St. Patrick.) Father Mussmaecher labored for nearly six years, during 

which time he did much good work in the upbuilding of the parish. He left about 

$4,000 in the treasury of St. Mary for the building of the new church. The Rev. James 

A. Hickey succeeded Father Mussmaecher, arriving in the spring of 1888. In a 

Livingston Republican article, he was quoted, “The church will be built or rather 

begun this year. We have about $5,500 on hand and I intend to start a subscription 

paper for sums payable half this year and half next. I find that the other 

denominations have very handsome houses of worship and I intend to build a church 

that will compare very favorably with any of them. I am gratified at my reception 

here and more than pleased with my congregation and the village.” 

The Church building, a traditional upstate Gothic church (building plans by 

A. Druiding of Chicago and carried out by contractor John Geffron), cost about 

$20,000 to build. The new structure was built on the site of the original rectory and 

the rectory was moved to a new foundation to the north of the church. The dedication 

was held on December 1, 1889 by the first bishop of Rochester Bernard McQuaid.  

 On August 1, 1890 the Rev. Arthur A. Hughes was appointed to the Geneseo 

parish and during his years there contributed much to the community as well as the 

parish. He remodeled the old church in 1903 to serve as a parish center, known as 

Emerald Hall until it was razed in 1951. He installed the new pipe organ, dedicated 

on July 26, 1909.  
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 In 1914 the Rev. George T. Jones was assigned to Geneseo. During his 

pastorate, Father Jones built the present rectory ready for occupancy in 1916 (plans 

drawn by local architect Robert Sherlock and construction under the direction of 

Edward Forbes) and acquired land for church purposes just north of the parish house.  

 Rev. J. Edward Bayer was an assistant to Father Jones. Later, when churches 

in Piffard and Retsof were united, Father Bayer was appointed resident pastor there 

(the first and only resident pastor in Retsof). 

 Upon the death of Father Jones on October 1, 1924, Father Bayer was 

appointed resident pastor at Geneseo, and Piffard and Retsof were placed under the 

resident pastor at Leicester. About 1928 Father Bayer supervised the remodeling and 

redecorating of the church. The architects were the world famous firm of McKin, 

Mead and White of New York City (also known for work on the east wing and 

restoration of the White House in Washington, D.C.). Lawrence Grant White, of this 

firm, was a son-in-law of the late Mrs. Winthrop Chanler, a most influential 

layperson and benefactor of St. Mary’s. 

 Upon the death of Father Bayer on July 24, 1929, the Rev. Michael A. Hynes 

was appointed until the Rev. Stephen J. Byrne was appointed in the same year, 

remaining in charge until his death in 1937. Rev. Charles R. Reynolds was appointed 

briefly until the appointment of Rev. Henry J. Doerbecker in the same year. 

 Father Doerbecker installed the new heating plant in the church and made 

repairs on the rectory. During his administration the church debt was entirely 

liquidated.  

Father Doerbecker was succeeded by Rev. G. Stuart Hogan, serving as pastor 

from 1945 – 1950. Father Hogan continued the improvement and repairs of the 

church and was very active in the religious training of the youth of the parish. 

The Rev. Peter T. Jankowski (fondly referred to as Father Pete) completed 

more redecorating, purchased new vestments and in 1953 purchased the McMillan 

home at 26 Main Street for social and educational purposes, especially for Religious 

Education, First Communion and Confirmation classes. For many years the college 

Newman Club used the building as well. 
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By the later stages of Father Pete’s pastorate, the “Normal School” having 

become a State Teachers College, suddenly became a College of Education and then 

a State University College of Arts and Science. The enrollment grew rapidly to the 

point that the pastor could no longer minister to the spiritual needs of the students 

alone. Consequently Bishop Kearney appointed Reverend Thomas Statt to be the 

first full-time Newman Chaplain at the College.  He lived in the parish tenant house 

just east of the church on North Street and assisted in the offering of the sacraments 

at St. Mary in addition to his direct ministry to the students. Soon after Father Statt 

arrived, Father Jankowski became ill and the Newman priest found himself 

administering the parish. Father Pete died suddenly on November 22, 1964. 

Early in 1965 the Rev. Walter Carron came to St. Mary from his previous 

assignment at St. Joseph’s in Livonia, and for a few years Father Statt remained to 

assist in addition to his Newman Ministry. In 1969, after the opening of the 

InterFaith Center Bishop Sheen established a separate Newman Parish, since guided 

by Father Statt and his successors: the Reverends Michael Mahler, William Darling, 

Charles Manning and James Hewes, as well as lay campus ministry directors Wes 

Kennison and Michael Sauter. 

Father Carron was pastor during a time of drastic change in the Catholic 

Church, especially changes resulting from the Second Vatican Council. A new 

vision of the Church’s role in the world emerged, an ecumenical spirit developed, 

and the hierarchy called for greater participation by the laity. Father Carron was a 

traditional priest, but he responded to the challenges. The laity began to play an 

active role in services as lectors and Eucharistic ministers, and a parish council was 

formed to share the administrative tasks, traditionally borne by the pastor.  

After Father Carron retired in June 1982, the Reverend Eugene G. Emo was 

assigned as an interim pastor for a short time. In November 1982 Bishop Matthew 

Clark appointed the Reverend William J. Gordinier to St. Mary. He continued to 

carry forward the changes initiated by the Second Vatican Council and became 

responsible for the construction of a new parish center. The McMillan home was 

sold in 1986 and the parish center stands on North Street just east of the church 

where the old parish tenant house used to be. Dedicated by Bishop Matthew Clark 

in October 1986 it houses a fully-equipped kitchen, fine hall, and offices, playing a 

significant role in fostering community as Emerald Hall did in its time. 
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In 1989 St. Mary celebrated one hundred years of worship in its beautiful 

Gothic church, and the community could reflect on one hundred and thirty-five years 

as an organized parish and one hundred and seven years with a full time pastor. 

 St. Mary’s Parish has been blessed with parishioners entering religious 

vocations.  

 Men entering the priesthood: 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. William J. Donovan 

Rev. Joseph Kanka 

 Women entering the sisterhood: 

Kay Kanka, Sisters of St. Joseph 

Sr. Mary Joan Millecan, Sisters of St. Francis of Penance & Christian 

Charity 

Sister Connie Derby, Sisters of St. Joseph 

Sister Mary Clouser, Sisters of St. Joseph 

Sister Marie McTarnaghan, Sisters of St. Francis – 3rd Order Regular 

Nevertheless, with the marked decline in the number of priests more changes 

were necessary. In the summer of 1997, the Western Livingston Planning Group 

(Holy Angels in Nunda, St. Lucy in Retsof, St. Mary in Geneseo, St. Patrick in 

Mount Morris, St. Thomas Aquinas in Leicester, SUNY Geneseo’s Newman 

Community and the Livingston County Jail, Groveland and Livingston Correctional 

Facilities) was formed to begin the planning process undertaken by the Diocese of 

Rochester for the new millennium. 

 Over the past decade this group has labored to become a unified entity and to 

build a strong supporting faith community (transitioning in 2005 and officially in 

2006 under the name of St. Luke the Evangelist Parish Community). 

Pastors of St. Mary Church, Geneseo, NY. 

Prior to 1850 Catholics assembled in municipal buildings and then private homes 

as priests made special trips authorized by the Buffalo Diocese.                   



- 6 

1854 – 1857 Reverend Father Maguire (also responsible for churches in Mount 

Morris and Lima) 

1857  Reverend Father James Ryan 

1858          Reverend Father Bernard McCool 

1858 – 1862 Reverend Father Richard Story 

1862 – 1866 Reverend Father Daniel Moore 

1866 – 1869 Reverend Father Edward McGowan* 

* 1868 Diocese of Rochester formed, and St. Patrick and its mission church 

St. Mary became part of this. 

1869 – 1873 Reverend Father David O’Brien 

1874  Reverend Father M. M. Meagher 

1875 – 1882 Reverend Father John J. Donnelly - pastor of churches at Mount 

Morris, Geneseo and Nunda 

1882 – 1888 Reverend Father Matthias D. Mussmaecher (first resident pastor of St. 

Mary - until 1882 St. Mary was the mission church of St. Patrick in 

Mount Morris as there was no resident priest.) 

1888 – 1890 Reverend Father James A. Hickey 

1890 – 1914 Reverend Father Arthur A. Hughes 

1914 – 1924 Reverend Father George T. Jones 

1924 – 1929 Reverend Father J. Edward Bayer* prior resident pastor at the united 

church of Retsof and Piffard (the first and only resident pastor in Retsof) 

1929 Reverend Father Michael A. Hynes, interim * Piffard and Retsof were 

placed under the resident pastor at Leicester 

1929 – 1937 Reverend Father Stephen J. Byrne 

1937   Reverend Father Charles R. Reynolds 

1937 – 1945 Reverend Father Henry J. Doerbecker 

1945 – 1950 Reverend Father G. Stuart Hogan 

1950 – 1964 Reverend Father Peter T. Jankowski 

1964 – 1965 Reverend Father Thomas Statt * Appointed Newman College 

Chaplain and administered when Father “Pete” became ill. In 1969, 

after the opening of the InterFaith Center Bishop Sheen established a 

separate Newman Parish, since guided by Father Statt and his 

successors: the Reverends Michael Mahler, William Darling, Charles 

Manning and James Hewes, as well as lay campus ministry directors 

Wes Kennison and Michael Sauter. 
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1965 – 1982 Reverend Father Walter Carron  

1982  Reverend Father Eugene G. Emo 

1982 – 2001 Reverend Father William J. Gordinier served St. Mary Church until 

reaching senior-priest status in 2001. He also was temporary 

administrator of St. Agnes Church in Avon in 1990. 

2001 – 2005 Reverend Father Daniel T. McMullin Pastor of St. Mary and 

Sacramental Minister for the Newman Community at SUNY Geneseo           

2005 – 2007 Reverend Father Patrick Conner, Pastor of St. Mary and the newly 

formed St. Luke the Evangelist Parish Community in 2006 (Holy 

Angels, St. Lucy, St. Mary, St. Patrick and St. Thomas Aquinas); Rev. 

Joseph Marcoux, Parochial Vicar 

2007– 2009 Reverend Father William Kamau, Pastor; Rev. Edward Dillon as 

Resident Priest                 

2009 – June 30, 2016 Pastoral Administrator Michael Sauter; Rev. Edward Dillon 

and Rev. Bernard Dan as Resident Priests 

July 1, 2016 - 2019 Parochial Administrator Reverend Father Bernard Dan with 

Rev. Edward Dillon as Resident Priest (until Fr. Dillon’s retirement 

June 30, 2019); Rev. Jeffrey Tunnicliff became Parochial Vicar in 

July 2019 

 

History of St. Mary Cemetery, deed approved 1868 – separate notebook  

 

 


