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Holy Name 

In the foot hills and along the fertile flat lands between Dansville and the 

first settlement in Livingston county known as Williamsburg (near the present day 

American salt mine) Irish Catholics settled their families. They brought many 

needed skills with them and their strong Catholic faith. Many were first generation 

immigrants looking for a better life for themselves and their families.  A church 

was desired, and soon plans were developed as the community of worshipers grew. 

The Buffalo diocese supported the building of a mission church to be under the 

care of St. Patrick’s church in Dansville.  Ninety people summoned the aide of 

their friends and neighbors. Fundraisers were held, money raised and the building 

began. The Mt. Morris community also was supportive. They rode the D&M 

(Dansville Mt Morris train) to enjoy the benefit suppers.  

An excerpt from the Catholic Journal dated Oct. 6, 1894 reported Bishop 

McQuaid came to Dansville Saturday evening accompanied by Father Van Ness. 

He said Mass at St. Patrick’s Church in Dansville. The following morning a special 

excursion ride on the D&M train left Dansville at 10:00 A.M. Transporting nearly 

200 people to Groveland for the dedication mass. The train returned at 12:30. 

Father Van Ness said the mass at Holy Name assisted by St Patrick’s Church choir 

from Dansville. The Bishop preached an eloquent sermon on the establishment of 

Christ’s Church on earth. 

Holy Name Church was located on a hillside facing the west. The property 

bordered state highway Route 63 through Groveland Station, NY.  Although it was 

incorporated in that same year under the care of Reverend James Dougherty, Holy 

Name remained a mission church throughout its one hundred year history. Around 

the turn of the century a group of Italian immigrants settled in Groveland. Many 

were farmers while others were employed in railroading as well as other trades.  

The railroad through Groveland was very busy, employing many workers in those 

early years.   

In May 1916, when the Rochester diocese was still very young, Holy Name 

mission church was removed from St. Patrick’s in Dansville to St. Patrick’s in Mt. 
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Morris. Reverend Andrew Breen provided services and sacraments to the 

Groveland community. Twenty-two years of care under St. Patrick’s of Mt. Morris 

ended in 1931 when the little church on the hill was once again transferred. Holy 

Name would be shepherded under the protective wings of the newly formed parish 

of Holy Angels church in Nunda. Bishop John Frances O’Hern had detached Holy 

Angels church in Nunda from St. Patrick of Mt. Morris the previous year.  Holy 

Name remained Holy Angels’ mission church for sixty-three years until closing in 

1994.   

Holy Name measured 240 feet by 48 feet with the original construction costs 

of $1500.  The corner stone was set May 13, 1894.  The wood structure was 

completed by September 30, 1894. Unlike many churches Holy Name church 

structure has never been added to or changed during its one hundred year history as 

a Catholic church from 1894 to 1994.  It remains standing and is in use as a church 

for another Christian group. 

The parish enjoyed a quiet existence serving many generations of rural 

Catholics with no major difficulties in its centennial history.   

Holy Name was under the following personnel: 

Reverend James Dougherty (St. Patrick’s, Dansville) 1894 - 1901 

Reverend Andrew Breen              1901 -  

Reverend Charles Muckle            1916 - 1930 

Reverend William Rafferty          1930 - 1930 

Reverend Raymond Lynd            1930 - 1934 

Reverend William Hayes             1934 – 1940 

Reverend William Devereaux      1940 – 1944 

Reverend Joseph Margrett           1944 – 1956 

Reverend Raymond Heisel          1956 – 1958 

Reverend Thomas F. McVeigh    1958 – 1964 

Reverend Vincent LeFrois           1964 – 1967 

Reverend Charles Langworthy     1967 – 1970 

Reverend James Cosgrove           1970 – 1978 

Reverend Joseph Sasso                1978  - 1992   

Reverend Daniel Condon             1992 – 1994   



 3 

 

Chapel of the Divine Compassion 

In 1900 Rochester’s first Bishop, Bernard McQuaid, and New York State 

Officials approved the construction of a Catholic chapel and rectory on state lands 

at Sonyea, NY. 

Bishop McQuaid sought to help meet the needs of the over 1000 Catholics 

who lived there under the medical care provided by Craig Colony.  New York 

State formed the Colony in 1894 on property purchased from the United Society of 

Believers in Christ’s Second Appearing also known as the Shakers.  

Craig Colony was home to a unique population of Catholics who lived on a 

2,000-acre campus for people who suffered from epilepsy with many having other 

serious health issues such as low IQ scores, vision and hearing loses, inability to 

talk or walk and incapable of living independently. The Colony provided Catholics 

with very limited use of an assembly hall for their services.  

Yet their faith participation was sincere and enthusiastic with many knowing 

and responding to prayers in Latin. The Divine Compassion Chapel allowed for 

weekday mass, novena services, Holy Week rites, Forty Hours, privet prayer times 

and most significantly a tabernacle with the Holy Eucharist present. Bishop 

McQuaid, who donated $2,000 of his personal money, championed the raising of 

funds for the construction of the Chapel and rectory buildings. There were no state 

funds (tax payer monies) used. Most of the parishioners, as disabled patients, could 

not contribute to the project. It was a true example of a brother taking care of a 

brother’s need.  

In the words of Father John Murphy (in an article celebrating Sonyea’s 

Chapel of the Divine Compassion Centennial Jubilee 7/14/61) “Religion means 

very much to these people. They seem to realize God loves most those whom He 

tries most. Despite their double handicap, they have a faith that puts many of the 

rest of us to shame.”  

Pastors/Chaplains of the Chapel of the Divine Compassion at Craig Colony 

in Sonyea, N.Y. are as follows: 

1900 – 1904 Reverend Father Maley 



 4 

           Reverend Hugh Crowley 

           Reverend Walter McCarthy 

           Reverend Raymond Quigley 

           Reverend J. George Jones 

 Reverend Farther Ward 

         Reverend Emmett Dougherty 

         Reverend J. Edmund O’Brien     

1940 -1943 Reverend John J. Bohmwitch  

1945-1951  Reverend Alphonsus Crimmens 

1951-1962  Reverend John Murphy 

1962-1983  Reverend Dominic Mockevicious  

1983-1986  Reverend Joseph McCaffrey  

 

 Craig Colony was winding down in the 1980’s when the state of NY 

implemented plans to buy and build homes in the surrounding communities for 

their population of people with disabilities. The Sonyea property is now used for 

Groveland Corrections and Livingston Corrections facilities. The Chapel is no 

longer used for Catholic services. The buildings were turned over to the State of 

New York in 1999. Five of the stained glass windows were moved to the St. 

Bernard’s School of Theology and Ministry in Rochester. All Souls Chapel at Holy 

Sepulcher Cemetery of Rochester received the Divine Compassion Chapel’s bell. 

The Catholics who lived at Sonyea are now living in surrounding communities. 

Some are able to attend mass at the community parish churches.  Their faith 

continues to “mean very much” to them.   

 


