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All five of the worship sites included in St. Luke the Evangelist Parish have 

an early common beginning of land ownership.  Robert Morris had purchased a 

twelve-mile wide section of land bordering Lake Ontario on the north to the 

Pennsylvania border on the south in 1791.  The Morris Reserve, as it became 

known, originally was part of the Phelps-Gorham Purchase.  Mt. Morris is named 

after Robert Morris.          

In the early 1800’s the ‘Valley Where the Hills Meet’, known today as 

Nunda, was a quiet agricultural community. They were soon to prepare for the 

coming water canal, a spur from Rochester, NY to Olean, NY, known as the 

Genesee Valley canal.  This north south water route began in 1836.  The Town of 

Nunda was incorporated in 1839 just a few years before the canal construction 

reached the Nunda area.  Nunda was located approximately half way between 

Rochester and the state’s southern border making the location an important port on 

the canal route, which would economically impact the valley.  Many of the 

laborers were immigrant Irish workers who came to America for a more 

prosperous life. They had heard the promise of a brighter future from their 

struggles in the ‘Old Country.’ They brought their families, customs, traditions and 

faith practices.  

An Episcopalian by the name of Charles Holder Carroll was an area 

landowner with considerable acreage.  Mr. Carroll was, through marriage, related 

to Daniel Carroll, one of the signers of the Constitution. Charles Carroll, 

acknowledging a need for these hard working men to have a day of rest and a place 

to worship, decided to do something meaningful to help. He donated some of his 

land near Brushville for a Catholic chapel to be built.  The workers soon erected 

their chapel.  I am sure they gave thanks for Mr. Carroll's generosity in their 

prayers.  The chapel accommodated 300 Catholics and was the first Catholic 

chapel of Livingston County.  It was utilized briefly from 1838 to 1842, and then 

abandoned as the workers repeatedly moved on closer to Nunda following the 

canal's progress.   

A few miles to the West of the Nunda village, about half way between 

Nunda and Portageville, an area became known as the Deep Cut. Deep Cut was 
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part of the canal route.  At this man-made ravine an estimated three hundred 

families of Catholic Irish immigrants lived in shanties during this lengthy 

excavation work. With so many new Catholics in the Nunda area in the 1840s an 

appropriate place for worship was considered necessary. Brushville was now too 

far away to travel. They probably missed their Brushville church where they could 

all gather to worship together.     

In 1842 Catholic services began with Mass being offered in private homes 

by priests traveling from the surrounding areas. Father O'Reilly, later Bishop of 

Hartford, came on horseback from Rochester to hold services in private homes. At 

that early date there was no Rochester diocese or a Buffalo diocese. According to 

information provided by Sister Regina Murphy, SSMN, there was no Syracuse 

diocese either. The priests were missionaries from New York City. The Buffalo 

diocese was established in 1847 with an area including Rochester and Syracuse. In 

later years Portageville provided the priest from their Assumption Church. Fr. 

Thomas McEvoy was considered a very outstanding missionary pastor. 

The canal work for the Nunda area was completed around 1852. The Nunda 

valley had so impressed some of the Irish Catholic workers they chose to settle 

there, raise their families and establish businesses. They brought their strong faith 

with a desire for the sacraments, a place to pray and share fellowship. They needed 

a church for their many Holy Days and celebrations for themselves and their 

families. A priest by the name of Father Dolan led this group forward to meet the 

community's needs from 1854 - 1857.  Property was purchased in 1854 on Church 

Street where an unfinished new home stood. With some extra work this home 

designed for 'man' was lovingly transformed into the 'house of God.' The first 

Catholic Church, Holy Angels, in Nunda was established in 1854. It was described 

as "plainly finished and furnished, the seats consisting of plain pine boards without 

any back." Father (or Bishop depending on the record used) Bernard O'Reilly 

celebrated the first Mass. Father Sheridan and Father O'Brien would also travel to 

Nunda to offer the sacraments such as baptisms, confirmations, marriages and of 

course the Holy Mass for the Nunda population.  

In 1860 the structure was repaired, repainted and improved.  The benches 

had been replaced with pews; a new altar and a confessional were added. Around 

1863 Holy Angels welcomed a growth spurt when several Italian families joined 
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the Catholic community.  These Italians made up about 7% of the parish 

population.    

Shortly after the Civil War Holy Angels was transferred from the Buffalo 

Diocese to the newly formed Rochester Diocese in 1872. Although many 

improvements had been made over the decades, as their numbers grew a larger 

church was necessary.  In 1872 the 'house' church was removed from its foundation 

and moved to the southeast corner at the intersection of Church and Vermont 

Streets under the pastorate of Father Biggins. Hopes for its use as a rectory for a 

resident priest never materialized.  This community still depended on ‘traveling 

priests’ for their spiritual guidance.  

The cross shaped house thus became a private home, as it remains today. 

Builder Gilbert Bentley was employed to build the new church on the old house 

foundation. Bentley completed the construction of a ‘meeting house’ style frame 

building for the new church within the year. By November 1873 the first mass was 

held and the Catholics of Nunda rejoiced in their beautiful new church complete 

with several tall stained glass windows. As of this writing the windows, as well as 

the church structure, is over 145 years old and still beautiful. The names of the 

benefactors are found in the lower section of each window. Some of these 

surnames live on in the generations of Nunda today.                                                                                                                                    

Holy Angels did not have a resident pastor until 1874 when Father William 

J. Seymour arrived. Father Seymour wrote to Bishop McQuaid on June 9, 1875 

that the receipts were "entirely too insignificant" to support a pastor. Records show 

188 parishioners as of January 1st, 1875. Receipts listed were as follows: pew rent 

$300 and plate collection $2. The population at this time was considered stable. 

Holy Angels became a mission church of the Mt. Morris St. Patrick's parish in 

1875.   

In 1893 records indicate thirty families in the parish mostly of Irish descent.  

They were free of any debt at that time. From 1900 to 1915 Holy Angels became 

the mission church of Portageville in the Buffalo diocese.  

Assumption Church’s pastor in Portageville from January 23, 1907 until 

September 8, 1923 was Father Albert J. Rivers. He had the unique distinction of 

serving two Bishops (Buffalo Diocese and Rochester Diocese). (I did not find any 

information as to why these changes were made; nevertheless I found them 
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intriguing. – VN) The designation was temporary, as in 1915 Holy Angels, once 

again, became a mission church of St. Patrick’s in Mount Morris. In 1931 Nunda’s 

Holy Angels Church became an incorporated parish with a resident pastor. At that 

time Holy Name in Groveland, another mission church of St. Patrick's in Mt. 

Morris, became the mission church of Holy Angel's.  A distinguished home on 

Massachusetts St. was purchased in 1930 from C.K. Saunders (a newspaper 

publisher) to provide for the resident priest.  Father R.M. Lynd was the first pastor 

to live there.   

The Catholic Courier of Rochester printed an article dated July 31, 1931 

concerning a statue at Holy Angels Church in Nunda. ‘Reverend Thomas Toole, 

M.A., professor at Elmira College, responded to his friend's request to come to 

Nunda's Holy Angels Church to give a sermon during the service with a blessing of 

the statue of St. Isaac Jogues. The pastor for Holy Angels at the time was Reverend 

Raymond M. Lynd, formerly pastor at SS. Peter and Paul's Church in Elmira. 

Father Toole gave an eloquent and inspiring tribute to Father Jogues, the kindly 

black-robed priest who gave his life for his faith at Auriesville, N.Y. nearly three 

hundred years earlier. The article reports Holy Angels holding a weekly 3:30 

Sunday afternoon devotion to the American martyrs and Saints with Benediction. 

Nunda is rich in Indian lore, and Father Jogues lived and died as a missionary to 

the Indians.’ (Holy Angels no longer has this statue) 

A fond memory from the 1950s was the summertime when nuns came to 

teach the children.  Rural families drove their children to the rectory as village kids 

walked or rode their bikes.  A bright and cheerful enclosed sun porch provided the 

perfect classroom. The nuns were kind and encouraging. Non-competitive games 

resulted in prizes of Holy cards and small blessed statues. They used the latest in 

teaching aides with film strips that beeped when it was time to turn the knob and 

advance to the next beautiful picture projected on a screen. When public school 

was in session the Catholic children were released from classes once a week, to 

walk the few blocks of Church St. for religious education classes by the pastor. 

Holy Angels continued a steady growth over many decades.  

In 1952 an adjoining lot to the Massachusetts St. church rectory was 

purchased for possible future plans. There was a two-story home on that corner lot 

which was rented out. In 1957 The Men's Club implemented a "three point 

improvement program." Among the updates were running water and a restroom; 
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the lawn was improved and the front doors renovated. The old pump organ was 

replaced with a modern Wurlitzer organ in 1959. It was around this time St. 

Patrick's Catholic Church in Dansville was joining St. Mary's Church of Dansville. 

The Bishop of Rochester had determined the German Catholics and the Irish 

Catholics should all worship together. As St. Patrick’s Church was closing its 

doors their pews were offered to Holy Angels church. Holy Angels removed their 

original dark pews and improved the church floor with new tiles. Folding chairs 

were utilized for a couple of Sundays as the floor was completed and the 'new 

pews' installed.  There were 200 Catholics in Holy Angels Parish representing 

about 10% of the village’s population in 1959. 

In the 1960s there was talk of transporting the church down the block to the 

now vacant lot on the southeast corner of Massachusetts and Church Streets. The 

two-story house next to the rectory had been demolished. There were two beautiful 

maple trees standing like sentinels in front of the church. The trees were on village 

land. There is no documentation hinting as to the reason the plan was never 

attempted. 

In 1969 Bishop Fulton Sheen visited Holy Angels Church, situated in the 

southwestern most corner of the Rochester Diocese. Bishop Sheen was a very 

popular Bishop with his own weekly TV broadcast.   

In 1978 Auxiliary Bishop Hickey visited Holy Angels. During the visit he 

asked about pew number 19. As it turned out the Bishop grew up in Dansville 

where he attended church services with his family. They always sat in pew 19 at 

St. Patrick’s Church. A parishioner showed Bishop Hickey where his childhood 

pew was and he treasured the nostalgic memories.   

The Rochester paper reported in September of 1980 the structural failing of 

a triangular wooden truss, made of 2 by 6s, giving way in the ceiling of Holy 

Angels Church.  Down came the over one hundred year old stamped metal, ceiling 

tiles as well as sufficient insulation to cause the interior to look like a gray rug had 

been spread over it. Neighbors reported hearing a noise around 2 a.m. John Byrnes, 

who attended daily mass, was the first parishioner to see the damage. Holy Angels 

reported 136 families at this difficult time but rebuilding was the long-term answer. 

Nunda’s Trinity Church, along with the Methodist church, offered assistance as 

well as a place for the Catholic community to worship during the repairs project. 

They were very welcoming and accommodating during this time. Holy Angel’s 
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pews were repaired but the numbers were removed. Most of the statues were 

unscathed with a few having to be replaced. A good cleaning, some fresh paint, 

and new lights provided a safer, brighter, new interior.  

Attendance fell in the late 70's through the 80's.  Fewer priests were 

available for small communities.  Holy Angels eventually, once again, became a 

mission church with St. Patrick of Mt. Morris.  In 1997 Holy Angels became part 

of the Western Livingston Planning Group along with St. Patrick in Mount Morris; 

St. Mary in Geneseo; St. Thomas in Leicester; St. Lucy in Retsof; the Newman 

Center at SUNY Geneseo, the Catholic Communities at Groveland and Livingston 

Correctional Facilities and the Livingston County Jail.   There was been a marked 

increase in attendance, membership, activities and organizations at Holy Angels in 

the new millennium with the creation of St. Luke the Evangelist Parish uniting us 

in prayer, commitment, community and celebration.  Historic Holy Angels remains 

a warm and vibrant community.   

Pastors of Holy Angels Church, Nunda, NY. 

Reverend Father O'Brien - rode from Greenwood, Allegany County                   

1846            Reverend Father Sheridan - lived in Portageville 

                    Reverend Father McEvoy 

1854 – 1857 Reverend Father Dolan 

1858          Reverend Father Ryan 

1859           Reverend Father Moore 

1859 – 1860 Reverend Father Dean 

1860 – 1862 Reverend Father Purcell 

1862 – 1863 Reverend Father Lawton 

1863 – 1864 Reverend Father Greig 

1864             Reverend Father McGinnis 

1864 – 1865 Reverend Father Cook 

1865 – 1872 Reverend Father Biggins, from Dansville built the present church  

1872 – 1875 Reverend Father Seymour - First resident pastor 

1875 - 1882  Reverend Father Donnelly 

1875 – 1875 Reverend Father O'Connell 

1882 – 1893 Reverend Father Day 

1898 -1899  Reverend Father E.A. Robinson 

1893 – 1899 Reverend Father Rawlinson 
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1900 – 1915 Reverend Father Rivers (officially Buffalo Diocese) 

1915 – 1927 Reverend Father Muckle 

1927 – 1931 Reverend Father Lynd 

1931 - 1934  Reverend Father Hayes  

1940 – 1944 Reverend Father William J. Devereaux  

1944 – 1944 Reverend Father John Burk 

1944 - 1956  Reverend Father Norman Margrett           

1956 – 1958 Reverend Father Raymond Heisel             

1958 – 1964 Reverend Father Thomas McVeigh 

1964 - 1967  Reverend Father Vincent LeFrois 

1967 - 1970  Reverend Father Charles Langworthy 

1970 – 1978 Reverend Father James Cosgrove 

1978 - 1978  Reverend Father James Wolf         

1978 – 1994 Reverend Father Sasso                               

1994 - 1999  Reverend Father Daniel Condon                    

1999 - 2005  Reverend Father Michael Brown  

2005 - 2007  Reverend Father Patrick Connor, Pastor of Holy Angels and the newly 

formed St. Luke the Evangelist Parish Community in 2006 (Holy Angels, St. Lucy, 

St. Mary, St. Patrick and St. Thomas Aquinas); Rev. Joseph Marcoux, Parochial 

Vicar 

2007 - 2009 Reverend Father William Kamau, Pastor; Rev. Edward Dillon as 

Resident Priest                 

2009 – June 30, 2016 Pastoral Administrator Michael Sauter; Rev. Edward Dillon 

and Rev. Bernard Dan as Resident Priests 

July 1, 2016 - 2019 Parochial Administrator Reverend Father Bernard Dan with 

Rev. Edward Dillon as Resident Priest (until Fr. Dillon’s retirement June 30, 

2019); Rev. Jeffrey Tunnicliff became Parochial Vicar in July 2019 

 

Names on the original windows from 1873 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Walker  -The darker Angel window behind the tabernacle 

Mr. & Mrs. John Callahan - The lighter Angel window behind the tabernacle 

Michael and Bridget Fitzerald 

David O'Connell and Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kiley 
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Howard & Ford Families 

Peter & Catherine Nettler 

Michael & Edward Fitzgerald 

Mr. & Mrs. John Provo 

William Fitzgerald 

Richard & Sarah Barrett 

Mr. & Mrs. James Shanyhnessey 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Creed - The cross windows in the entry doors 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. McCarthy - The choir loft window 

 

Parishioners who entered religious orders: 

Edward Rowan - Reverend Father John Lambert Rowan, O.F.M.  

Johanna Lorraine Sylvester - Sister Mary Frances Teresita 

Charles Somers - Brother Bonaventure, C.S.S.R. 

John Byrnes - Trappist, Abbey of the Genesee, Piffard - Brother Mary Gerard 

 


